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1. ____A meeting of the members of a 

party in a legislative chamber to 
select party leaders and to develop 
party policy.  Called a conference by 
the Republicans.  
 

2. ____Party leader who is the liaison 
between the leadership and the 
rank-and-file in the legislature. 
 

3. ____Mutual aid and vote trading 
among legislators. 
 

4. ____A formal decision to reject a bill 
passed by Congress after it adjourns 
– if Congress adjourns during the ten 
days that the president is allowed in 
order to sign or veto law, the 
president can reject the law by 
taking no action at all. 
 

5. ____An elected office that is 
predictably won by one party or the 
other, so the success of that party’s 
candidate is almost taken for 
granted. 
 

6. ____A procedure for terminating 
debate, especially filibusters, in the 
Senate.  
 

7. ____A procedural practice in the 
Senate whereby a senator refused to 
relinquish the floor and thereby 
delays proceedings and prevents a 
vote on a controversial issue.  
 

8. ____The principle of a two-house 
legislature. 
 

9. ____The assigning by Congress of 
congressional seats after each 
census.  State legislatures 
reapportion state legislative districts.  
 

10. ____The drawing of legislative 
district boundaries to benefit a party, 
group, or incumbent. 
 

11. ____Presidential custom of 
submitting the names of prospective 
appointees for approval to senators 
from the states in which the 
appointees are to work.  
 

12. ____An official who is expected to 
represent the views of his or her 
constituents even when personally 
holding different views; one 
interpretation of the role of the 
legislator. 

13. ____A provision attached to a bill – 
to which it may or may not be 
related – in order to secure its 
passage. 
 

14. ____The powers explicitly given to 
Congress in the Constitution.  

 
15. ____Formal accusation against a 

president or other public official, the 
first step in removal from office. 
 

16. ____The president’s annual 
statement to Congress and the 
nation. 
 

17. ____A formal decision to reject the 
bill passed by Congress. 
 

18. ____Presidential staff the agency 
that serves as a clearinghouse for 
budgetary requests and 
management improvements for 
government agencies. 

 
19. ____An official who is expected to 

vote independently based on his or 
her judgment of the circumstances; 
one interpretation of the role of the 
legislator. 
 

20. ____The current holders of elected 
office. 
 

21. ____The head of the White House 
staff. 
 

22. ____Presidential power to strike, or 
remove, specific items from a 
spending bill without vetoing the 
entire package; declared 
unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court. 
 

23. ____Formal orders issued by the 
president to direct action by the 
federal bureaucracy. 
 

24. ____Powers that grow out of the 
very existence of government. 
 

25. ____A formal, public agreement 
between the United States and one 
or more nations that must be 
approved by two thirds of the 
Senate. 
 

26. ____The right to keep executive 
communications confidential, 
especially if they relate to National 
Security. 

27. ____Advisory council for the 
president consisting of the heads of 
the executive departments, the vice 
president, and a few other officials 
selected by the president. 
 

28. ____A decision by the president not 
to spend money appropriated by 
Congress, now prohibited under 
federal law. 
 

29. ____A president’s claim of broad 
public support. 
 

30. ____A formal agreement between 
the U.S. president and the leaders of 
other nations that does not require 
senate approval. 

 

(A) Bicameralism 

(B) Cabinet 

(C) Chief of staff 

(D) Cloture 

(E) Delegate 

(F) Enumerated powers 

(G) Executive agreement 

(H) Executive orders 

(I) Executive privilege 

(J) Filibuster 

(K) Gerrymandering 

(L) Impeachment 

(M) Impoundment 

(N) Incumbents 

(O) Inherent powers 

(P) Line item veto 

(Q) Logrolling 

(R) Mandate 

(S) OMB 

(T) Party caucus 

(U) Pocket veto 

(V) Reapportionment 

(W) Rider 

(X) Safe seat 

(Y) Senatorial courtesy 

(Z) State of the Union address 

(AA) Treaty 

(BB) Trustee 

(CC) Veto 

(DD) Whip 

 
 
 
 

 


