
UNIT 6 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 
 Time – 25 minutes 

 
Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 
otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 
each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 
substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered 
below. 
 
 
 
2. Voter participation and voter behavior in elections are affected by a number of factors. 

 
(a) Explain how each of the following can restrict presidential power. 

• “Power of the purse” 

• The appointment confirmation process 

  

(b) Explain how each of the following can restrict congressional power. 

• Presidential power as commander-in-chief 

• Executive privilege 

 

(c) Explain how each of the following can restrict judicial power. 

• Enforcement of judicial rulings 

• Constitutional amendments 
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AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

UNIT 6 SCORING GUIDELINES 
 

Question 2 (2008 practice) 
 
6 POINTS POSSIBLE 
 
Part (a): 2 points 
One point is earned for each correct explanation of how the “power of the purse” and the appointment 
confirmation process can restrict presidential power. 
 
Acceptable explanations include: 

• Power of the purse: Congress controls appropriations. The president may request funding, but 
Congress can deny such requests.  

• Appointment confirmation: The president can appoint officials, but the Senate can reject those 
appointments. 

Note: In each case above, the student must explain how or why each limits the power of the institution in 
question. 
 
Part (b): 2 points 
One point is earned for each correct explanation of how the president’s power as commander-in-chief 
and executive privilege can restrict congressional power. 
 
Acceptable explanations include:  

• President’s power as commander-in-chief: Congress may have the power to declare war, but the 
president is commander-in-chief and can therefore deploy troops as he or she sees fit.  

• Executive privilege: Congress has the powers of oversight and investigation, but the president 
can refuse to disclose conversations that he or she had with the White House staff.  

 
Part (c): 2 points 
One point is earned for each correct explanation of how enforcement of judicial rulings and constitutional 
amendments can restrict congressional power. 
 
Acceptable explanations include:  

• Enforcement of judicial rulings: Courts can issue rulings, but they have no enforcement 
mechanism to ensure that the rulings are carried out. The courts depend upon others for 
enforcement.  

• Constitutional amendments: Courts can interpret the Constitution, but Congress and the states 
can pass constitutional amendments that the courts are obligated to follow.  

 
 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points.  
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer.  
 
 

 


