
UNIT 3 AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

 Time – 25 minutes 

 
Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 

otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered 

below. 

 

 

 

1. Voter participation and voter behavior in elections are affected by a number of factors. 

 

(a) Describe the effect of each of the following on the level of voter participation in elections. 

 The voter registration requirement 

 Lack of penalties for not voting 

 Ballot fatigue 

  

(b) Describe the effect of each of the following on voter behavior in elections. 

 Race 

 Party identification 

 Geographic regions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Copyright © 2008 by College Examination Board.  

When I hear somebody sigh, ‘Life is hard,’ I am always tempted to ask, ‘Compared to what?’ 

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for AP students and parents). 

 
GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 

 



AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
UNIT 3 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
Question 1 (2008 practice) 

 
6 POINTS  POSSIBLE 

 
 

Part (a): 3 points 

One point is earned for each correct description of a factor affecting voter participation in elections. 
 

Acceptable descriptions include: 

 The voter registration requirement diminishes voter participation by requiring citizens to register 
prior to an election. 

 Lack of penalties for not voting diminishes voter participation because there are no legal 
consequences for failing to vote. 

 Long ballots dissuade voters from voting for all offices. Frequent elections dissuade voters from 
going to the polls. 

 

 
Part (b): 3 points 

One point is earned for each correct description of a factor affecting voter behavior in presidential 
elections. 

 

Acceptable descriptions include:  

 Race: Whites are more likely to vote Republican; African Americans and Hispanics/Latinos are 
more likely to vote Democratic.  

 Party identification: Voters generally vote with the party with which they are identified.  

 Geographic regions: Several patterns exist; for example, the South tends to vote Republican, the 
Pacific Coast tends to vote Democratic, and the Rocky Mountain region tends to vote Republican.  

 

 

A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer. 

 


