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FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

SECTION II 

 Time – 25 minutes 

 
Directions: You have 100 minutes to answer all four of the following questions. Unless the directions indicate 

otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline 

each answer. Spend approximately one-fourth of your time (25 minutes) on each question. In your response, use 

substantive examples where appropriate. Make certain to number each of your answers as the question is numbered 

below. 

 

 

 

4. Both party leadership and committees in Congress play key roles in the legislative process. 

 

(a) Define two of the following elements of the congressional committee system and explain how each 

influences the legislative process. 

 Specialization 

 Reciprocity/logrolling 

 Party representation on committees 

 

(b) Identify two ways party leadership in Congress can influence the legislative process, and explain how each 

way influences the process. 
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AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
UNIT 5 SCORING GUIDELINES 

 
QUESTION 4 (2003) 

 
8 POINT RUBRIC 
 

(a) 4 points - 1 point for each of two definitions, 1 point for each of two 
explanations 

(b) 4 points - 1 point for each of two identifications, 1 point for each of two 
explanations 

 
Part (a): 
Committees: Explanations must go beyond merely linking to definition. All explanations must 
be clearly in context of defined element to get credit. 

 Specialization [members of Congress develop policy expertise] - development of 
expertise; independence from executive branch; more attention paid to legislation; 
division of labor; better legislation accepted only if fully explain HOW. 

 Reciprocity/ logrolling [vote trading/ exchanges, bargaining] - speeds process, 
government more expansive (do more). Explanations related to electoral success 
NOT accepted. More pork barrel ok only if clearly in context of reciprocity. 

 Party representation on committees [representation is reflective of the chamber as a 
whole] – party pushes own agenda, determines leadership on committees. 

 
 

Part (b): 
Party leadership: 
Acceptable identification may include: 

 assignment of members to committees 

 assignment of committee chairs 
 scheduling 
 agenda-setting (rules committee) 
 party discipline 
 leadership use of media 
 recognition on floor 
 leadership control of electoral support 

 
Explanation must specifically indicate HOW the party leadership influences the legislative 
process. 
 

 

 

Score of zero (0) for attempted answer that earns no points  
Score of dash (-) for blank or off-task answer 

 


