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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
Indicate whether the following refers to the House (H), the Senate (S), or both houses of Congress (B). 

 
1. ____ Power to introduce, pass, and reject 

legislation 
 

2. ____ Members are elected to two-year terms 
 

3. ____ Members were once chosen by state 
legislatures 

 

4. ____ Two members from each state 
 

5. ____ Number of representatives is based on 
population 

 

6. ____ Elections for members are held on the same 
day in every state 

 

7. ____ If no vice presidential candidate has a 
majority of electoral votes, a VP will be 
chosen from the two candidates with the 
most electoral votes  

 

8. ____ Power to propose constitutional amendments 
 

9. ____ Must be a U.S. citizen for at least 9 years to 
become a member 

 

10. ____ Minimum age for members is 25 years old 
 

11. ____ Power to propose revenue bills  
 

 

12. ____ Has 435 members  
 

13. ____ Minimum age for members is 30 years old 
 

14. ____ Members are elected to six-year terms 
 

15. ____ Has 100 members 
 

16. ____ Power to try federal officials on impeachment 
charges 

 

17. ____ Has the power to approve treaties and 
confirm presidential appointments 

 

18. ____ Must be a U.S. citizen for at least 7 years to 
become a member 

 

19. ____ Members are elected directly by the people 
in their district 

 

20. ____ Members are elected directly by the people 
in their state 

 

21. ____ Power to impeach federal officials 
 

22. ____ If no presidential candidate has a majority of 
electoral votes, a president will be chosen 
from the three candidates with the most 
electoral votes 

HOUSE LEADERSHIP  SENATE LEADERSHIP 

Speaker of the House  President of the Senate 

 Chambers presiding officer 
 Always from the majority party 
 Chosen by the majority party 
 Refers bills and resolutions to appropriate House committees 
 Schedules legislation for floor action 
 Appoints House members to select, joint, and House-Senate 

conference committees 

 
 Formal Duty of the Vice President 
 May not take part in debates 
 May try to influence a vote through contact with senators 
 May vote only in the event of a tie 
 He is not an elected member of the Congress 

 President Pro Tempore 

 
 Presides when the vice president is not present 
 Usually is the most senior member of the majority party 

House Majority Leader  House Minority Leader  Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader 

 Appointed by parties to direct the strategy on the House floor 
 Maintain their parties’ alliances to garner voting majorities to 

pass or defeat bills and amendments 

  Nominates members to party 
committees 

 Affects assignment of members 
to committees 

 Influences the election of party 
officers 

 With advice of minority leader, 
controls scheduling 

 Programs his party’s legislation 

 Summarizes criticisms of 
the majority party’s 
legislation 

 Mobilizes support for 
minority party positions 

 Acts as Senate 
spokesperson for the 
president if both are of 
the same party 

House Majority Whip House Minority Whip Senate Majority Whip Senate Minority Whip 

 Transmit information to party members in the chamber 
 Build coalitions to pass bills and amendments 
 Gather intelligence, know where the key votes are, and use 

persuasive tactics to garner more votes 

Same as House Whip 


