
the jerry perez experiment 

 

APGoPo Unit 5 
 

REPRESENTATION & REAPPORTIONMENT – HOUSE OF REPS 
 

STEP 1: CENSUS  
 Counting the population of every state 
 Conducted every 10 years to show population changes in states (2010, then 2020) 
 These changes must be reflected in state representation in House 

 

STEP 2: REAPPORTIONMENT 
 The process of dividing up the seats in the House to determine the new number of representatives to which each state is entitled  
 If a state gains significantly in population, it will probably gain some seats 
 If a state loses population or does not gain as much as other states, it will probably lose some seats 
 Many states will stay the same 

 

STEP 3: REDISTRICTING 
 The process of setting up new district lines after reapportionment has been completed 
 If a state has a change in the number of seats OR if the population has moved significantly within the state, its district boundaries must 

change. All districts within the state must be equal in population size.  
 This is usually carried out by the party in power of the state legislature 

 

STEP 4: GERRYMANDERING 
 Definition - the political party controlling the state government draws a district’s boundaries to gain an advantage in elections 
 State legislatures have abused their power to divide the state congressional districts by gerrymandering (form of redistricting) 
 The party in power can get a majority of seats in the House by: 

o “Packing:” drawing the district lines in such a way as to concentrate the opposing party in a few districts, thus preserving a majority 
of seats for itself. 

o “Cracking:” drawing the district lines in such a way as to disperse the opposing party throughout the state and thus dilute that 
party's strength in order to preserve a majority of seats for the majority party. 

 Goals of Gerrymandering 
o To enhance political party strength/to minimize the strength of the opposition party 
o To protect incumbents/to discourage challengers 
o To increase minority representation/to decrease minority representation 
o To punish foes/to reward friends 

 Gerrymandering Effects 
o The party in power stays in power 
o “Safe” seats are created for incumbents, leading to further difficulties for challengers 
o Strangely-shaped districts 
o “Majority-minority” districts created by racial gerrymandering 
o Communities of interest may be broken up 

 
POPULATION 

SHIFTS 
 
States gaining reps: 

 South 
 West  

States losing reps: 
 Northeast 
 Midwest 

 
 
 
Reasons for representative changes: 
1. Loss of jobs in Midwest; Cheaper land and labor in South. 

 
2. Baby-boomers moving to warmer areas in South and West for 

retirement. 
 
3. Immigration in the South and West.   

SUPREME COURT REDISTRICTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Districts must be as near equal in population as possible 

o Baker v. Carr, 1962:  “one man, one vote” principle applied to state 
legislative districts (no malapportionment) 

o Wesberry v. Sanders, 1964:  “one man, one vote” principle to 
House districts (no malapportionment) 

o States redistrict to solve the problem of malapportionment 
 

 District lines must be contiguous or connected 
 

 District lines cannot be drawn solely based upon race 
o Racial gerrymandering is prohibited (Shaw v. Reno, 1993)  
o Race may not be the primary factor in drawing district lines, but it 

can be a factor 
 

 Cannot dilute racial minority voting strength 
 

 “Communities of interest” must be protected 

 


